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Hilarious childhood biographies and full-color illustrations show how Tiger Woods, Gabby
Douglas, Bruce Lee, Billie Jean King, and other budding sports champions faced kid-sized
challenges growing up. Forget the gold medals, the championships, and the undefeated
seasons. When all-star athletes were growing up, they had regular-kid problems just like you.
Baseball legend Babe Ruth was such a troublemaker, his family sent him to reform school. Race
car champion Danica Patrick fended off bullies who told her “girls can’t drive.” And football
superstar Peyton Manning was forced to dance the tango in his school play. Kid Athletes tells all
of their stories and more with full-color cartoon illustrations on every page. Other subjects
include Billie Jean King, Jackie Robinson, Yao Ming, Gabby Douglas, Tiger Woods, Julie Krone,
Bruce Lee, Muhammad Ali, Bobby Orr, Lionel Messi, and more!

“Outstanding. . . . Inspiring and entertaining, Kid Athletes isn't just for sports fans.”—Booklist,
starred review “Are you a big sports fan? If you are, then you’ll love this book. . . . Kid Athletes is a
very informative book, but it also teaches you that anyone (no matter who you are) can go
through hardships.”—Eric and Jasmine, Kidsday reporters, Newsday“Perfect for the adolescent
set, these inspiring stories mix fun and non-fiction.”—Geeks of Doom Praise for the Kid Legends
series:“Just like history class, only hilarious.”—Tim Federle, author of Better Nate Than Ever, on
Kid Presidents “A heartening reminder that 17 unconventional greats—not to mention all the rest
—started out as children too.”—Kirkus Reviews, on Kid Artists“With cartoonish illustrations that
will attract fans of Jeff Kinney’s The Diary of a Wimpy Kid and Rachel Renée Russell’s The Dork
Diaries, this informative offering leaves no presidential childhood rock unturned.”—School
Library Journal, on Kid Presidents“Impressively diverse.”—Booklist, on Kid Artists “Filled with
cute illustrations. . . [and] mini-biographies that are interesting, funny, and, most importantly,
relevant to kids today.”—Geek Dad, on Kid Scientists“I can think of no better way to convey to
children that their heroes were once just like them.”—Fredericksburg Free-Lance Star, on Kid
Scientists“Memorably weird childhood moments. . . are likely to stick with readers, as will
Horner’s impish cartoons.”—Publishers Weekly, on Kid Artists “A funny and inspiring book for
children and adults.”—New York Journal of Books, on Kid ScientistsAbout the AuthorAuthor
David Stabler and illustrator Doogie Horner have created several books together, including Kid
Presidents (Quirk, 2014), Kid Athletes (Quirk, 2015), Kid Artists (Quirk, 2016), and Kid Authors
(Quirk, 2017).Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.Gabby Douglas: Grace
under PressureGabrielle “Gabby” Douglas took home a gold medal in 2012 as a member of the
“Fierce Five” U.S. gymnastics team at the Olympic Games. But she wasn’t born fierce. Though
she may have always known how to stand tall on the balance beam, Gabby had to learn how
best to stand up for herself when those around her tried to knock her down The road to



Olympic victory is full of obstacles. To become the first African American gymnast to win an
individual all-around gold medal in the international competition, Gabby Douglas had to
overcome many challenges—including bullying by some of her ownteammates and teachers.
For Gabby (called “Brie” by her family), gymnastics was always easy. Even as a baby, she was
already squeezing her tiny hands around the bars of her crib, just as she would one day do with
the uneven bars. At an age when most kids were learning to walk, Gabby was climbing and
jumping around. As a toddler, she liked to clamber onto the top of a closet door and then leap off
like Supergirl. Couches and chairs were springboards for her airborne adventures. Sometimes
Gabby’s daredevil antics attracted unwanted attention. One day, as she was careening through
the playground in a toy car, a bully approached and pushed her out of the driver’s seat. Luckily
for Gabby, her older brother Johnathan was there to help. It would not be the last time Gabby
would have to deal with bullies. Gabby’s childhood became consumed with rolling and
tumbling. When she was three, her older sister Arielle taught her how to do a cartwheel. By the
very next day, Gabby had moved on to handstands, flips, and other tricky maneuvers. Within a
week, she was doing one-handed cartwheels. Amazed by her sister’s progress, Arielle told
their mom, Natalie Hawkins, that Gabby should start gymnastics lessons. But Natalie worried
that her daughter would hurt herself, and she refused. Over the next few years, the girls
worked hard to wear down their mother’s resistance. And although Natalie remained afraid that
Gabby might injure herself doing gymnastics, she knew that lessons would help her daughter
learn to do the movements properly. Withoutthe supervision of a trained adult, who knew what
she would jump off next? So when Gabby was six, Natalie signed her up at a local gym that
offered weekend gymnastics classes. Soon Gabby was receiving formal instruction for about six
hours a week. After two years, Gabby was ready to move on to the next level of training. Her
mother found another gym that provided more rigorous instruction. The goal there was to train
young gymnasts to compete and win tournaments at the highest level, including the Olympics.
At first, Gabby thrived at her new gym. She made friends and learned techniques and strategies
from her coaches. But as she improved at gymnastics, Gabby noticed that some of the students
began treating her differently. Sometimes she’d see the girls whispering to one another when
she entered the locker room. As soon as they saw Gabby, they’d stop talking. Then, one day,
when it was time to clean the chalk off the uneven bars after class, one of Gabby’s teammates
greeted her with a cruel taunt. “Why doesn’t Gabby do it?” the girl asked. “She’s our slave.”
Gabby was terribly hurt by the remark, but she didn’t confront the girl or say anything to her
instructors. It wasn’t until years later that she found the courage to talkabout the incident, though
she never forgot about it during that time. Another time, one of Gabby’s coaches made fun of
her appearance. “She needs a nose job,” he joked in front of the other girls. Once again, Gabby
gritted her teeth and continued with practice. But when she got home that night—and on many
other nights—she cried alonein her room. Gabby knew she’d been bullied, and she suspected
it was because she was the only African American girl in the class. But she was afraid that if she
spoke up, she’d be isolated even more—maybe even thrown out of the gymnastics program



altogether. So she held her tongueand kept the hurtful comments to herself. She didn’t even tell
her mother. Over time, the bullying took a toll on Gabby’s performance. She finished in tenth
place at her first junior gymnastics competition. At another event, she placed sixteenth and failed
to qualify for the U.S. national team. In practices, she butted heads with her coaches. Convinced
that she needed to test herself, she begged them to let her try out increasingly difficult routines.
But where Gabby sought excellence, her coaches seemed satisfied with mediocrity. One time,
after Gabby finished in fourth place at a tournament, her coach was amazed. “I thought you
might be ninth or tenth,” he said, “but never fourth!” Gabby had finally reached her breaking
point. How could she have faith in her abilities if her own coach thought so little of her? She
knew that it was time to stand up for herself, put an end to the bullying, and find a coach who
believed in her. Luckily for Gabby, she found just such a mentor. Liang Chow had coached
U.S. gymnast Shawn Johnson to a gold medal at the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing, China. He
ran his own gymnastics academy in West Des Moines, Iowa. In the summer of 2010, Coach
Chow traveled to Gabby’s hometown of Virginia Beach to teach a clinic and look for new talent.
On his first day in town, Gabby worked up the nerve to introduce herself and show off some of
her skills. Coach Chow was impressed. He was also friendly and patient, taking the time to
show Gabby new moves and expressing confidence in her abilities. Gabby left the clinic
determined to break from her current gym. Now all she had to do was convince her mother to let
her go. “If I’m going to make it to the Olympics, I need better coaching,” Gabby told her mom.
Natalie Hawkins understood—especially after Gabby revealed details about the bullying she
had endured. But the next thing Gabby said threw her for a loop: “I want to train with Liang Chow
in Iowa…” Absolutely not, Gabby’s mom replied. “There’s no way I’m sending my baby across
the country.” But Gabby knew she had to take a stand for what she believed in—she had only
two short years before the next Olympic Games! Faced with her mother’s refusal, all she could
feel was frustration and anger. “If I don’t change coaches, I’m quitting gymnastics!” she
declared,and then she stormed out of the room. When her anger cooled, Gabby realized that
threatening to quit unless she got her way was not a smart idea. Teamwork was the way to go.
Once again, she enlisted her sisters Arielle and Joyelle to help convince their mother to change
her mind. Finally, after much begging and pleading, they wore her down. Natalie realized that
when her youngest daughter set her heart on something, she wouldn’t let go. She agreed to let
Gabby leave home to pursue her Olympic dream. In October of 2010, Gabby packed her bags
and made the thousand-mile trip from Virginia Beach to West Des Moines. She moved in with a
host family and began training with Coach Chow six hours a day, six days a week. Gabby missed
her family. There were days during the long, frigid winter when she thought about giving up and
returning home to sunny Virginia Beach. But with the help of her new coach, Gabby
consistently improved on each apparatus. She led the U.S. team to a gold medal at the 2011
World Championships in Tokyo and then collected gold, silver, and bronze medals at the U.S.
National Championships in 2012. Later that year, the sixteen-year-old phenomenon—now
known affectionately as the “Flying Squirrel”—led the American gymnasts to victory in the team



competition at the Olympics. After all the bullying she’d experienced, and all the hard work she’d
put in practicing, Gabby had finally found a team with whom she could shine. She was now one
of the fabulous “Fierce Five.”Read more
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Emily Hardt, “We love this book!. These are great stories for all ages. My son wants me to read
him a chapter every night. We are almost through and I know we will be rereading in the future!
Highly recommend.”

Ju Michi, “Very funny but only american athletes. My daughter loved this book, she is a sport
lover so she enjoys too much learning about sport figures, eventhough some of them are a little
older for her, and are beyond my generation and are now "legends". But in general she learned a
lot and there is a wide selection of sports and athletes, unfortunately almost are every of them
are from the USA, with the exception of Messi and one chinesse basketball player.”

Kpoint, “Awesome book!. I’m a teacher and tutor and I love this book! Kids love it, the stories are
short with great messages and the illustrations are cool. I’ve bought this book so many times
and given it away to kids because they’ve loved it so much. Kids in grades 3-6 love it!”

L. Phillips, “Makes my nonreader sneak to read past bedtime!. My 10 year old does not like to
read, especially fiction. He likes sports and graphic novels, so I thought I would try this. I have
caught him more than once sneaking this book past his bedtime. Alright with me!!!”

Michelle, “Great book for classrooms!. I am a fourth grade teacher. This book has been like gold
in my classroom this year. It has been passed from one student to the next, and each student
has loved it. I have a student that cannot get through more than a few pages in a book before he
gets "bored," and he couldn't put this book down.  Highly recommend!”

Ebook Library Reader, “Awesome Book!!!. This book was especially amazing because of its
short but detailed passages about all of these future amazing athletes. If you haven't read this
book yet it is great and it won't let you down! Also read "Kid Presidents" this book is also
awesome and has short but detailed passages about all of these future presidents. My favorite
story from the "Kid Athletes" book was Tiger Woods and his distracting dad. Make sure to read
this book! #awsomebook@amazon.com”

Rachael Hageman, “very entertaining. this is a great book for a young sports fan -- and for
parents. these are the unknown stories of famous athletes, and the struggles that kids and
parents alike can really appreciate it.  looking forward to reading more books in this series.”

mandyteach1, “Buy this book. This book was an amazing find. I am always looking for good
nonfiction books to read with my third graders who are LD. It can be hard to find nonfiction that
is engaging but not too hard to read. This book is so interesting and is a good reading level. The
chapters are several pages - not too long or short. The athletes included are diverse, which is



really refreshing.  Highly recommended.”

Maria, “Another great book from the series. We love these books! The illustrations and the
variety of stories chosen are both amazing, great quality books for children 6+”

RGGG, “EXCELENTE. ES UN Excelente libro para niños y jóvenes. Súper fácil de leer. Nos
encanto.”

The book by Polly Schoyer Brooks has a rating of 5 out of 4.8. 263 people have provided
feedback.
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